














Earlier that day Germany had already celebrated a first
gold, with Buthe/Grossner having sailed confidently
through their final match against Czech duo Kolocova/
Slukova.

To complete the German festival Karla Borger and Julia
Sude claimed bronze with a convincing victory over Po-
land’s Katarzyna Urban and Joanna Wiatr (24-22, 21-15).
After a very balanced first set (24-22), the young German
talents used their physical superiority to secure a well-
deserved third place. “We had a very hard task yesterday
with three tough games in the losers’ bracket”, said Karla
Borger after the bronze medal duel. “Nevertheless, we felt
ready today. We varied our serves what the Polish didn’t
like at all”.

Italy sweeps all gold medals at the 2nd
Masters European Championships

The Italians were the dominant delegation at the 2009
CEV Masters European Championship in Greece, claim-
ing all three titles. Whilst the Italy AM (40-49) squad out-
classed host Greece 2:0 (25-15, 25-18) in the final match,
their compatriots overpowered 2007 runner-up Russia in
the BM (50+) class in straight sets (25-20, 25-21). De-
spite some absences in comparison with their team that
was lined-up two years ago, Italy’s AM squad was simply
out of reach for any opponent. Greece tried to stop the
“Azzurri” in the final match, but the hosts could not live
up to the expectations of their home fans. The Italians
pulled through without losing any set during the whole
tournament. Poland stepped onto the third position of the
podium in the AM category, defeating Latvia 2:0 (25-22,
25-20) in the bronze medal match.

Italian legend and superstar Andrea Zorzi receiving the
trophy at the Masters European Championships
in Loutraki (GRE)
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The Italian guys of the 50+ category already knew that
Russia would not be an easy rival in their final game.
Even when the Italians were in some way close to lose
a set during their final clash, they did not it let go and the
13 points contributed by legendary Franco Bertoli proved
to be enough to win. The new champions dared a pretty
fearless act just some minutes after their victory, diving
on the taraflex, despite the backache it caused them later
on... Earlier that same day, Norway had overpowered Lat-
via to claim the BM bronze medal.

In the women’s category, ltaly, having already secured
the gold medal on Saturday, didn’t do Greece the favor
to lose some more points, which would have helped the
hosts to climb the second spot of the final standings. The
“Azzurre” had great support from the German team who
celebrated every single Italian point while sitting on the
tribunes, since the ltalian victory paved the way for their
silver medal.

CEV Calendar — The most important dates
at a glance up to the end of the year 2009

CEV Meetings

03.12.2009 CEV Executive Committee — Luxembourg
(LUX)

04.12.2009 Joint Executive Committee with African Vol-
leyball Confederation — Luxembourg (LUX)

05.12.2009 European League Meeting — Luxembourg
(LUX)

2009/2010 European Cups

1-3.12.2009 CEV Indesit Champions League — 1st Leg;
CEV Cup 16th Finals, GM Capital Challenge Cup 2nd
Round (M & W)

8-10.12.2009 CEV Indesit Champions League — 2nd Leg;
CEV Cup 16th Finals (away matches), GM Capital Chal-
lenge Cup 2nd Round (away matches) (M & W)
15-17.12.2009 CEV Indesit Champions League — 3rd Leg
(M&W)
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